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OLBIA:

This book is volume 2 of 2 of the sixth in the
book series, . The
series belongs to a culture of resea led teaching
studios in architecture at the University of Edinburgh
that has been ongoing for somewhere between 15 and
20 years. There are many people who have developed
and continue to contribute to the ethos of this
highly motivated and creative research and teaching
environment, but not least of all the students who
have committed themselves to it. It may be specific
staff research interests that drive the M Arch and MSc
AUD programmes, especially in its distinctive two-
year M Arch format (this “Architecture, Landscape and
the Ecosophic Object” studio being the eighth such
studio), but it is the productivity of the students
that gives the clearest expressions and innovative
extensions to those research interests.

What is crucial to the design-led research
at Edinbugh “is a kind of “structured openness’ that
it offers its students, providing them with a powerful
framework of enquiry without presupposing specific
answers. From the outset this permits the city itself
to be posed as a question and the studio — th lingly
— to run as a collective endeavour of exploration
and research in which students and tutors are active
participants” (Mark Dorrian). It is indeed thri
to participate in this openness and the book se
provides a means for extending this openness for sti
further participation.

The work in t volume sees the city as
an aspect of the Metropolitan Landscape. The sites
of study, the Scottish Islands (Vol.1) and Olbia i
Sardinia (Vols. 1 & 2), have a particular character
that sharpens this theme: we are looking at urbanities
with low density populations that spread beyond the
city and work in close relation to the histories of
their productive landscapes. We maint that even
when these landscapes are low density in population
the qua es that constitute th architecture are
not low density. We are wary of adopting conventional
high density urban paradigms and look more towards
a broader scale metropolitan context, what we call
here PARA-SITUations. The key questions, then, are

rected by critically coordinating architectural,
urban and landscape sensibilities.
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PARA-Situation [X 2/2]

THE (LOVING! METROPOLITAN LANDSCAPE

Architecture, Landscape and The Ecosophic Object
Dorian Wiszniewski

This book is the second of two volumes recording two stages of the same
enquiry into the metropolitan landscape of Olbia, Sardinia. To reiterate what
was stated in Volume 1, there are three main themes under investigation. Two
of them are elaborated a little through short texts in Volume 1: Architecture,
Landscape and The Ecosophic Object and The [Loving] Metropolitan Landscape. The
attitude towards the third theme — PARA-SITUation — 1is articulated and framed
through the presentation of Volume 1. However, we take all three themes further
and particularly elaborate the third theme in greater detail here in Volume 2.

Volume 1 records the initial enquiry into what we call PARA-SITUation
[OLBIA], an enquiry that is already a series of enquiries. It is presented
as a matrix of images that holds all the year-long design-led enquiries whilst
reflecting something of both the interconnectedness and autonomy of each. Each
specific enquiry is announced at the intersection of a row that spans across the
spread of two pages between black and orange markers, at the edges of the left
and right pages respectively, and a vertical column which is read top to bottom
but which extends beyond the limits of pages. Every distinct enquiry has its
own black and orange tab and the title and authors of the enquiry is noted at the
specific column-row intersection. Each spread of pages has seven columns. Each
column is given a work category indicated by a coloured tab at the bottom of the
left page or top of the right page: left to right, Land-Work, Salt-Work, House-
Work, Water-Work, Work & Play, Craft-Work and Body-Work. The work categories
thematically organise all enquiries.



The standard axial rules of a Cartesian matrix suggest either reading in
left to right rows or top to bottom columns. However, in volume 1 we deviate
from these rules. Some enquiries extend beyond the bounds of their column-row
matrix module to interrupt the flow of others. These larger images are given the
requisite space to describe more fully their specific PARA-SITUation. However, in
so doing they are also announcing something of the PARA-SITUation of the enquiry
they interrupt. This graphic organisation echoes the actual rhythm of enquiries
undertaken and the actual rhythm of how we experience the logic of the city: no
enquiry or experience ever operates non-situationally or entirely alone.

The matrix of volume 1 not only indexes different possible readings and
themes of enquiry into Olbia it also encourages a reading of Olbia as a PARA-
SITUation, but more importantly as a series of PARA-SITUations. |If one is to read
through the pages of volume 1 in a standard left to right or even right to left
mode, the reader will cut through and across the representations of many enquiries
and experiences. This continual cross over of logical series invokes some sense
of the dynamics of what Michel Serres refers to as the ‘“chain of parasitism.”
This notion will be further elaborated here in volume 2 as textual theorisation,
and the graphic of volume 2 works in tandem with that of volume 1 to elaborate a
second year of design-led enquiries into PARA-SITUation Olbia.

Volume 2 is a masterplan for Olbia in so far that we can say that anything
that calls itself a masterplan can indeed fulfil that function. It is designed to
sit alongside any existing or historical urban plans, analyses and perceptions of
situations in Olbia (for example, Figs. 1 & 2). In this sense Volumes 1 and 2
are to be seen also as PARA-SITUations. Volume 2 presents a series of projects
as a series of agencies. The agencies are responses but also triggers to various
situations in Olbia; they operate as specific actions but may also inform further
actions. The projects propose both corporeal and incorporeal agencies, that is:
architecture and urban design as a series of functions that hold together specific
economic, social, philosophical and political relations in view of relations beyond

their control but not necessarily outside their reciprocal spheres of influence



(e.g. cork growers association, town hall, docks and park); and architecture and
urban design as dispositions that stimulate the individual and collective of mind/
body/world relations (e.g. ecology, pattern, scale, rhythm and proportion).

In Volume 2 the agencies are presented in straightforward series. However,
there is no finite sequence. They can be read in any order. No agency precludes
existence of another. The agencies can be seen autonomously or collectively
in any series of possible relations, alongside each other or alongside any
representations of agencies beyond the book (e.g. Figs. 1 & 2). The collection
of agencies (22 in number) does not presume to be the total number of possible
agencies nor does it describe the totality of situations in Olbia. All agencies
feed off each other as much as they feed off the PARA-SITUation of The [Loving]
Metropolitan Landscape of Olbia.

Each agency provides designs for a series of projects that operate to a
series of scales necessary not only to the reading but also the making of any
masterplan for Olbia, and indeed for any PARA-SITUation: 1. the scale of The
[Loving] Metrgpolitan Landscape (TLML); 2. the SET scale (Series of Enzymatic
Territories); 3. the Building scale (BIg); and 4. the Body scale (B). The
cross over of logical series within and between Volumes 1 and 2 is more complex
than is possible to describe fully. However, the two volumes convey this
complexity, illustrate the sensibility that such an attunement to PARA-SITUation
awakens whilst elaborating various means to articulate richly communicative and
interactive architecture.

The chain of parasitism is beyond the control of any single agency.
Through developing a series of agencies we navigate and stimulate Olbia as PARA-
SITUation. However, by thinking, working and recording PARA-SITUation in this way
we also outline a design-led research methodology for any city, small or large.

*
Echoing his first encouragement to renounce any kind of “visionary” urbanism when he was with
Archizoom and The Italian Radicals, Andrea Branzi more recently has responded to the European Council of



Fig 1
Major Carlo De Candia Map of
Terranova (Olbia), c. 1845

Fig 2
The Municipality of Olbia
Devlopment Plan, 2004

Town Planners Athens Charter, 2003, to suggest a reorientation of cityscape development away from visions
for the “city of the Future” and towards propositions for the “city of the Present.”(1) In his latest
emerging manifesto, these “present” cities are to be no less optimistic, no less forward looking and no less
infrastructural than the recurrent waves of visionary cities. For example, Branzi suggests optimistic cities
of the present need to produce new laws for a “self-reformist society,” thereby, showing trust in both society
and its legal infrastructures to retain flexibility in its legislative mechanisms to allow for what can never
be predicted. For Branzi, the collective endeavour is less about achieving “The Vision,” which he believes
history shows us to be a recurrently played out fraught enterprise between progressivist and conservationist
bases of “common principles” and “strong sense of unity,”(2) and is to be more of making adaptive limits,
forms and organisations of metropolitan communities; Branzi suggests an aggregation of smaller “enzymatic”
territories that focus their attention on the quality of their objects (and procedures for making objects)
whilst promoting how the territories and objects act as catalysts for social and urban change.

Branzi calls his particular urban paradigm the “Weak Metropolis.” The Weak Metropolis is achieved
through a post-environmentalist sensibility. It eschews the embellishment of cultural artefacts with symbols
of environmentalism. It seeks an urbanism that is already environmentally attuned.

(1) Andrea Branzi, For a Post-Environmentalism: Seven Suggestions for a New Athen’s Charter, in Ecological
Urbanism, ed. Mohsen Mostafavi, Gareth Doherty (Lars Mullers Publishers: Baden, Switzerland, 2010) pp.110-
113.

(2) The New Charter of Athens, 2003, The European Council of Town Planners” Vision for Cities in the 21st
Century, p.2.

Frenerre TERMANEL,
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[5.02] Ground Cut/Ramp Entrance and Frame Making Viorkshop.

[5.03] Boat Building Workshop and Rowers® Gym: PARA Progranms.

[5.04] Pier: Launching Area with Rowing Boat Storage.

[5-05] Trophy Room.
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1. Visual Mediation




2. Environmental

Mediation

3. Physical Mediation
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THE (LOVING! METROPOLITAN LANDSCAPE
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GRANITE MATTERS

set in stone: material as language;
in the junkspace of granite: set matters;
granite working: material as praxis.
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HAND BASINS anxop WATER TEMPLES
the augur’”s line and the glassblower”s lung B
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Interpretation of Existing Buildings as Voids Inverting the Systen Re-Arrangenent
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1. flat steel balustrade post

2. planted roof construction:
nting in 310mm substrate layer
slip resistant system of 200mm perforated
polythene grating protective mat
50-100mm compression resistant thermal insulation
root resistant layer
Tiquid plastic seal
400mn reinforced concrete roof with
300mm steel 1 beams

3. 6mn sheet aluminiun fascia fixed to
16mm stee! t
supporting structure

4. 3mn sheet aluminiun fixed to hollow section
steel supports

i Z A = e
T P

1. sheet galvalure covering over 250m reinforced concrete

tanding sean galvalume roofing

150m insul
reinforced concrete support

5. hidden qutter leads to outlet into the reserve tank
o be iltered into the reservoir

4. gattery
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Douglas Wright, Ryan Hodge
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